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The Field-marshal also commissions me to have you
inform the Duke of Wellington that it had been the
Field-marshal's intention to have Bonaparte executed
on the same spot where the Duke of Enghien was shot,
but that out of regard for the Duke's wishes he would
omit the execution; but that the Duke must bear the
responsibility of said omission.

Gneisenau had been as eager as Bliicher to
execute Napoleon: "Should we not regard our-
selves/' he wrote, "as the instruments of Provi-
dence, which had given us such a victory to the end
that we should exercise eternal justice? Does
not the death of the Duke of Enghien alone demand
such vengeance? Shall we not expose ourselves to
the reproaches of the Prussian, Russian, Spanish,
and Portugese peoples if we neglect to do justice? "
Wellington's argument, on the other hand, was a
strong one: that it was not for the generals but for
the sovereigns to deal with so important a matter.

Neither Napoleon nor Paris was as yet so com-
pletely in Blucher's hands as he had imagined.
It is true, still on the 2Qth he wrote to his wife:
"I stand before Paris. Wellington dined with me
and we took counsel as to how to end the whole
matter. Last night I had sent your brother to
capture Bonaparte who was in Malmaison. The
bridge had been burned or the coup would have
succeeded."

Finally Wellington and Blucher decided to enter
Paris simultaneously from opposite directions;